
Rules of Thumb Regarding Copyright & 
Presentations for Educational Purposes
This is a publication from the Fontys ‘Auteursrechtinformatiepunt’

(Copyright Information Point)

Definition of ‘presenting in education’
During lectures, a great deal of use is made of PowerPoint presentations and/or Prezis, that 

contain information that has been derived from books, periodicals and/or the Internet. If utilising 

copyrighted material, one must comply with particular rules. These rules and a number of tips have 

been outlined below.

	 Linking is always permitted!
Linking to images, text, videos and audio recordings on the Internet is always permitted, providing 

that such items have been legitimately made publicly available. If you wish to utilise a video or an 

audio recording, you will need to play these directly from the Internet by way of ‘streaming’. Firstly 

downloading such items and then displaying them is prohibited, unless this is permitted according 

to the licence conditions.

	 Utilising images and audio (visual) works
In general, it is recommended to utilise so-called non-copyrighted images and audio (visual) works. If 

this is not possible, you can utilise images and audio (visual) works covered by licencing that permits 

re-use (e.g. one of the Creative Commons licences). Depending upon the Creative Commons licence 

in question, the options for use are more or less extensive. For further information regarding the 

meaning of such licences, please refer to the website: www.creativecommons.nl/licenties.

	 Make use of the ‘right of citation’ 
In general, the Dutch citaatrecht (right of citation) permits you to utilise all images and/or audio 

(visual) works, providing that the following conditions are satisfied:

•	 The work from which you cite must have been legitimately made public.

•	� The size of the citation must be proportional in relation to the objective that one is aiming to 

achieve. In practice, this means that audio (visual) works should be limited to short fragments. 

Images may be ‘cited’ in their entirety.

•	� The (re-) use of images and/or audio (visual) works should add substantiation to educational 

content, rather than only being utilised for embellishment purposes.
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http://creativecommons.org/choose/?lang=en


•	 You must include the source reference.

•	 You may not alter any items that are to be utilised for citation purposes.

	 Always ensure that you include correct source referencing! 
In including citations/derivatives in your work, you will be obliged to include correct source 

referencing, as follows:

•	 This will include stating the title, author and the publisher.

•	� In the case of a citation/derivative from a newspaper or a periodical, correct referencing includes 

stating the year of publication and the issue number.

•	� It is preferable to include a source reference directly on the slide in which an image/text is 

displayed. The reference may also be included in the ‘Notes’ field of the relevant slide. It is also 

suggested to include all source references used in your presentation on the last slide.

•	� If you need to refer to a source with a long URL, you can utilise bitly.com to reduce the length of 

the URL.

•	� It is also suggested to include the text, ‘Unless otherwise stated, this presentation does not 

contain any copyright-protected material’.

•	 If using images from the Internet, the dates upon which they were consulted must be stated.

Citations/derivatives utilised without correct referencing lead to penalties being imposed.

If you are unable to achieve your objective in line with the options offered by the law, you will 

need to contact one of the organisations that represent copyright holders and issue permissions 

to display and/or play images and/or audio (visual) works. For this purpose, please contact the 

Copyright Information Point by sending an e-mail to auteursrecht@fontys.nl. 

Questions and/or uncertainties?
Further information regarding copyright will be available for perusal via the Fontys Copyright 

Information Point portal. During the coming months, this portal is to be developed. A preview is 

available via:  

If you have any further questions regarding copyright, please send an e-mail to the Copyright 

Information Point: auteursrecht@fontys.nl
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